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THE

H 1.S T O R-Y

or THER
PROCEEDINGS axp DEBATES
OFf THZ ) |
HOUSE of COMMO N 8,
In the FOURTH SESSION of the

IFifteenth Parliament of GreaT BrITAIN.

., Tuefday, November 1t. o .

S foon as the Speaker and members returiied from A, 1483,
the Houfe of Peers, to which they weré fummoned
to attend his Majefty, ard that the bufinefs of fwearing in
new members, and ifluing writs was over, the King’s Speech
was read from the Chair [for which, fee Lords’ Debates]—
after which,

The Earl of Upper Offory rofe to move an Addrefs in anfwer The Earl
to it.” He faid, that unaccuftomed as he was to {peak in gﬂ.:’”"
A . . : 1y,
public, and confcious of his want of the powers of perfua-
fion, he would not kiave undertaken the tafk of calling upon
the Houfe to vote an Addrefs of Thanks, if he was not con-
vinced that every part of the fpeech which had been juft
rcad, was perfeftly unexceptionable; and therefore he was
confident that an addrefs in reply to it, would meet with the .
unanimous approbation of gentlemen of every defcription
within the walls, The Speech, he obferved, recapitulated
the principal political events that had taken place during the
recefs of Parliament. The definitive treaties of peace
between the Court of Great Britain and thofe of France an
Spain, and the United States of America, had been happily
concluded ; by which the feal was put to the pacification that

had freed this country from a calamitous and expenfive war,
Vor. XIL B . Though
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Though thefe treaties were, in fubftance, the fame as the
preliminary articles of peace, ftill there were fome dif-
ferences, which, though not of a very important nature,
were neverthelefs beneficial to the country, and marked the
attention 8f his Majefty’s Minifters to the interefts even of
individuals, as well as of the public; flipulations were made
in the definitive treaty with France, in favour of the Britith
{ubje&ts who held lands, &c. in the ceded ifland of Tobago,
whofe interefts feemed to have been overlooked in the preli-
minary articles; and the gum trade, of fo much confequence
to the nation, was much more fatisfaltorily fecured than it
was by the preliminary treaty. He did not mean, in men-
tioning thefc circumftances, to caft any refle&ion on the late
Adminiftratiop 3 his obje& was only to thew that the pre-
fent Minifters attended even to the moft minute interefts of
this country. The fpeech recommended to the ferions atten-
tion of the Houfe, the prefent ftate of the affairs in India ;
this was furely an obje& well worth the confideration of Par-
liament : our pofleflions in the Eaft were now become the
brightelt and moft valuable gem in the Britith diadem, and
confequently they ought to be the objes of the greateft care ; -
how they became the property of England would aftonith the
. world § that a company of merchants fhould corquer the
greateft and moft valuable part of the Mogul empire, was
an event in itfelf fo extraordinary, that it ftood unparallel-
led in the annals of the world, The wifdom of Parliament
fhould exert itfelf to fecure conquefts fo unexpetedly ac-
quired, and which contained refources to which this country
might look with fingular fausfaltion, -He trufted that the
wifdom of that Adminiftration, who fo properly brought
forward the fubjeét to the notice of Parliament, would fug-
geft fuch a fcheme for the government of India, as would fe-
cure the advantages of thele territories, and reftore our name
to its farmer brlliancy in the Eaft. The fpecch touched
upon the ftate of public credit, and of the revenue; this
furcly was a fubjelt, than which fcarce any could be more
- ‘important, or with rhore propriety be recommended to the
Houfe by his Majefty. Delivered as we were frem the cala-
mities of an unfortunate wir, it would well become Parlia~
ment to deliberate on the means, moft likely to reftore public
credit, and maintain it. Our honour as a pation was con-
cerned in preferving inviolate the faith pledged to the credi-
~ tors of the pablic’; and this could be beft done by making
"fuch arrangements as fhould appear moft advifeable te check

‘ the
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the growing evil of fmuggling, and confequently to raife the re-
venue to fuch adegree, that 1t fhould be found not only fuffi-
cient to defray all the expences of the different eftablifhments
that muft neceffarily be kept up, but alfo to produce an overplus
that might be applied towards the extin&ion of fome part of
the national debt. The honour of the Britith nation, even
1n the midft of the moft ferious reverfes of fortune, had not
beeo fullied : the late war, which he was happy to fay was-
now finally terminated, had been remarkably unfortunate to
us ; but ftill i ferved to place the Britifh charalter for mar-
tial deeds 1n the higheft point of view ; no nation was ever
involved in a more arduous ftruggle; and no nation ever
maintained one with fo much firmnefs and fo much valour 3
the deeds achieved by Britith arms during this war, would
be recorded in the book of fame; and while intrepidity, vir-
tue, and patriotifm fhould be revered among men, the names
af the illuftrious chiefs who had fignalized themfelves in the
war would never be forgotten, The coofequences however’
of the ftruggle would {till be felt ; the deficiencies of the
taxes laid on to fupport it muft be made good ; and even now’
that we wercat peace with all the world, we muft impofe
frefh burdens on ourfelves : the funded and unfunded debt
muft be provided for ; the public faith was pledged ; and he
made oo doubt but the Houfe would heartily concur with his
Majefty’s wifhes, in finding out means, which, while they
fhould maintain the faith, and uphold the credit of the na-’
tion, might be as little burdenfome as poffible to the people.
Such were the great obje@s of the King’s fpeech ;3 the addrefs
that he fhould have the honour to move, would pledge no
man to any thing more than to agree with his Majefty 1a the
importange of thefe objets, and to affurc him that the
Houfe would give them the moft ferious confideration ; the
addrefs had no retrofpe& to any meafures of former Mini-
fters ; and it had a profpet only to fuch as every member
muft be convinced were abfolutely neceflary, His Lordfhip
concluded by moving, .
¢¢ That an humble addre(s be prefented to his Majetty,
to congratulate him on the birth of a princels, and the fafe
recovery of his moft amiable Confort ; and to thank him for’
the paternal care and fatisfaltion he exprefled in having con-
cluded the definitive treaties with the courts of France and
Spain, and with the United States of America : alfo for hav-
ing ratified the preliminary articles with the States General
ef the United Provinces ,B and the aflurance he has gi;cn'
B 2 that
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that there is po doubt but that all thole powers agree with
him in a fincere inclination to keep the calamities of war at
a great diftance.

¢ Affuriog his Majefty that we will give every affiftance

© in our power to maintain and improve the valuable advan-

tages derived from our Indian poffeflions, and to promote
and fecure the happinefs of the native inhabitants of thofe
provinces. ' ,

¢ That the fecurity and encreafe of the revenue in the
manner leaft burdenfome to his fubjeéts, will be amongft our
firft obje@s ; and as in many parts it has effentially fuffered
by dangerous frauds that have prevailed, and alarming out--
rages that have been committed ; and although exertions have
not been wanting to reprefs the daring fpirit, yet no pains
fhall be fpared to enquire into its true caufes, and to provide
fuch remedies as may be found wanting for the accomplifh-
ment®of purpofes in which the material interefts of this na-
tjon are fo deeply concerned, - .
¢ To thank his Majefty for having made a redultion in
all his eftablithments as low ‘as prudence will admit ; and to
affure his Majefty, that his faithful Commons participate
with him in the f{atisfaétion he feels in its being a ftep to-
wards the relief of his fubje&@s; and to affure his Majefty,
that he may sely on that fortitude which has hitherto fup-
ported this nation, under many difficulties, and for bearing
thofe which the préfent exigencies require, and which are fo
peceflary for the fupport of the national credit. -
¢ To aflure his Majefty, that it is our earncft defire ta
dire& all our deliberations to the honour of his crown, the
fafety of his dominions, and the profperity of his people.”

Sir Francis Baffétt feconded the motion, He faid he had
very little to add to what the noble Lord had faid upon the
fubje&. He congratulated the Houfe on the happy ‘circum- -
ftance of having the definitive treaties concluded, and upon
his Majefty’s ég'uranq in his moft gracious fpeech that all
the late belligerent powers agreed with hiin in the fincerity
of their wifhes to keep the calamities of war at a great dif~
tance. He enlarged on the bleflings of peace; and faid, that
on jts long continuance depended the future welfare and pro-
fperity of the kingdom. In compliance with cuftom, he
would make a few remarks on the addrefs, which was an an-
fwer to the King’s fpeech : firft, it called upon the Houfe to
thank. his Majefty for baving concluded the definitive trea-

* fits; to this no. one could have an objeétion, as the treaties -

were
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were in fubflance the fame as the preliminary articles, which
had been figned during the laft fefhion of Parliament ; he faid
nothing of the merits or demerits of thefe articles; hut hav-
19g been once figned, the public faith was pledged, and.it of
courfe became neceffary to fign definitive treaties ; and the
afterations the latter contained were fo much for the better,
that he was fure that to this part of the addrefs there could not
be a diffentient voice. The ftate of India .was recom-
mended from the throne, and the Houfe was called upon
to thank his Majefty for this recommendation. He be-
lieved that the great importance of our poffeffions in In-
dja appeared fo obvioufly to cvery member, that the Houfe
could not enter too foon upon that great bufinefs. They
were become our laft and beft refource; and, if properly
goveraed; might become the great {upport of the finances of
this country. He made no doubt but his Majefty’s Minif-
ters wowld bring forward fuch a fyftem of government for
that quarter of the world, as would be found produtive of
the moft folid advantages to the ftate, Hitherto India had
been looked upon as.the place, where the ambitious maa
could gratify his moft unbounded wifhes to accumulate
wealth, and where the luxurious fpendthrift might beft re-
pair a fhattered fortune ; the unfortungte inhabitants became
a prey to both, and might well deteft a government that
could couatenance fuch proceedings. For the fafety there-
fore of thefe invaluable poffeflions, it would be neceffary to
pay the greateft attention to the intereft and happinefs of the
pative inhabitants ; this was an obje&t to which the addrefs
would bind the Houfe to turn their thoughts ; and (urely oo
man, who underftood the intereft of his country, aad
wifhed to promote it, would feel any objeétion to bind him-
felf on fuch an occafion. The ftate of the revenue was ano-
ther great objedt of confideration : the frauds committed by
fmugglers were now grown to fuch an enormous height, that
the interpofition of the legiflature was become abfolutely ne-
ceflary. Dauring the war, the finuggling vellels {warmed
qn the coaft; the Humber was full of them ; they carried to
the e¢nemy intelligence of the failing and arrival of our
fhipping, and did us inconceivable damage. Thefc veflels
were maoned principally by natives of Great Britain and Ire-
fand : be could fpeak of the mifchief they did, better than
many other gentlemen, becaufe living in a maritime county,
he bad opportunities of being frequently a witnefs to the
proceedings of the (mugglers. He remembered that a fmug-

¥ gling
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gling veffel having been carried into a Cornith port during
the war; he found that though the was French, there were,
out of 40 hands on board, 25 men who were fubjefts of
Great Britain. To check the progrefs of the growing evil
of {muggling, ought to be an ogj:g near the heart of every
man who wifhed to encreafe the revenue, and fupport public
credit; and therefore he was fure that, to that part of the
addrefs which promifed that the Houfe would ferioufly at-
tend to that obje&, there could not poffibly be any oppofi-
tion. The nation had juft been freed from a war, which
had been truly calamitous; but ftill its honour had been moft
glorioufly matntained ; the diftinguifhed chara&ers of the war
would never be forgotten ; the names of Rodney, and other
gallant commanders, both by fea and land, whenever mention-
ed, muft keep up the memory of Britith glory, nobly won
in the moft hazardous war in which any nation had ever been
engaged. Our calamities had been great, and our expences
enormous; it would be our duty to avail ourfelves as much
as poffible of the happy return of peace, to put our finances
in fuch order, and raife public credit to fuch a height, as
would enablesus to recover our ftation of refpeftability in
the fcale of Europe, as a formidable nation : poff warios ca-
Jus, poft tot naufragia portum ; we had after the calamities of
war got into the haven of peace; it would be the duty of
Parliament to fecond the wifhes of his Majefty, in adopting
fuch meafures as fhould be found motft likely to preferve the
crpdit of the nation, and maintain 1ts faith. l'fe concluded
by faying, that if the noble Lord who had preceded him,
had thought proper to apologize to the Houfe for having ta~
ken up their time, it was much more neceflary for him to
make an apology for havigg remained fo long upon his legs,
when he had nothing to offer which had not been anticipated
by the noble Lord. |
Sir Fofeph Mawbey caught hold of the pof? tot maufragia
portum, quoted by Sir Francis, and took from it an opportu-
nity to {peak his fentiments of the coalition. He faid, that
if the portum meant the coalition, he could not thank his
Majefty for bringing us into fuch an haven of peace, for he
detefted the coalition. It was not an haver of peace; but
on the contrary, a port more to be dreaded than'the Bifhop
and his Clerks (a fet of rocks) —it was made up of fuch he-
terogeneous matters ; and he never could have confidence in
the meafures of a miniftry, one half of which had for twelve
years together fhewn their incapacity to govern. He paid

many




many high compliments to the private charalter of Lord
North ; he believed him in private life an honeft, upright,
and honourable man ; but as a ftatefman, he had ruined the
country 3 and he could not think it decent or proper to con-
cur with that noble Lord in an addrefs of thanks to the
threae for having concluded a ruinous war, of which the
noble Lord had been the author ; nor could he ever bear to
Jee the affairs of this country in the bands of the man, who
had reduced the greatnefs and power of the Britith empire.
He applauded the peace ; and faid, that if it had been laft
feflion denied to be a good one, the events of the paft fum-
mer, and the low ftate of the funds, proved it to be not only
neceflary, but the only thing that could have faved the coun-
;? from abfolute bankruptcy and ruin. He reminded the

{oufe, that the prefent minifters had ftrongly condemned
the preliminary articles laft {eflion ; and obferved, that it il]
became them now to call upon the Houfe to return thanks
for their having concluded and figned definitive treaties,
grounded upon and almoft exaltly the fame with thofe pre-
himinaries which they had fo lately reprobated. He de-
clared, that had he felt the fame difapprobation of the pre-
liminary articles, expreflfed by the prefent Minifters, and
been in their fituation, he would have refufed to conclude _
any treaty built upon their bafis.  Sir Jofeph was on his legs
for fome minutes ; but from the noife that prevailed in the
houfe while he was {peaking, we were able to catch only at
the few obfervations that we have reported.

The Right Hon, /7. Pitt rofe next : he faid, that he in- Right Hea. -
tended to give his hearty affirmative to the addrefs moved by W- Fitt.
the noble Lord ; and as there was not one exceptionable idea ex-
prefled either in the fpeech or addrefs, he was of opinion, that
the unanimity fo often recommended from the throne, but fo
feldom feen, would appear on this occafion, when he could,
without any impeachment of his charaéter for confiftency,
vote with every member of adminiftration on the prefent
queftion. He would not take a view of the circumftances
which had happened during the recefs, nor commence any
captious oppofition. The motion was framed in a becoming
manaer ; it pledged ‘the Houfe to nothing fpecific on the
topics which it ftated, but exprefled affurances of loyalty,
zeal, and readinefs, which gentlemen from all fides muft be
eager to teftify to the Crown. To the firft part of the ad-
drefs, which thanked his Majefty for concludigg the defini-
tive treaties of peace, he muft neceflarily give his affent, ag

' $ thefe
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thefe treaties were, according to the noble Lord, in fub-
ftance the fame as the preliminary articles : he had therefore
to congratulate his country, and at the fame time to felicitate
himfelf, and thofe with whom he had a&ed, that notwiths
ftanding all the obje&tions which had been ftated to the pre=
liminary treaties, the definitive treaties were avowedly little
more than a tranfcript of them ; he had therefore to rejoice,
that by them the country had been refcued from the ruin
that threatened it. He muft however obferve how fingular
3t was, that the Houfe thould be now called upon to exprefs
theit thanks for the figning of the definitive treaties, though
they Wwere in fubftance the fame with thofe vety preliminary
articles, for ‘the figning of which, that Houfe had in the
very laft feffion refafed to thank the Crown. The addrefs
on that occafion was fubftantially the fame as that which was
now propofed ; 1t was then negatived ; but it was now pro-
pofed to carry it : gentlemen muft fee that he would of courfe
vote for it ; and the vote of this day would prove the pane-
gyric of thofe Minifters to whom the Houfe had on a former
occafion refufed their thanks; But while he was willing te
vote for the addrefs, he could not help obferving, thatitwas
to him a matter of furprife that the figning of the definitivé
treaties had been fo long delayed ; and the more fo, as they
containned little or nothing different from the preliminary
articles. Had any thing happened to juftify the delay, he
fhould like to hear of it ; but if nothing had happened that
neceflarily might occafion delay, he thought his Majefty’s
refent Minifters culpable in having fo long delayed the fign-
ing of them. As to the affairs of India, no one could be
more convinced than he was of the neceffity of artending to
them moft ferioufly, and without a moment’s lofs of time, Heé
hoped that Minifters had thought maturely on that bufinefs ;
and that they would come to Parliament with a well-digefted
plan, or rather fyftem of government, for the Britifth pof-
feffions in that part of the world. They were confiderations
of fuch vaft magnitude, that they could not be too foon gone
into ; they might, indeed, have been fooner fettled ; and he
looked upon Minifters to be as much pledged and bound
down to bring forward a well-weighed and wifely-digefted
fyftem, applicable to India, as men could poffibly be. Not
would it be enough for them to attempt meafures of pallia-
tion, or meafures of a temporary nature, that would only
effe&t delay, and increafe the danger by removing its diftance
for a fhort period ; they muft probe the matter to the bot-
tom,
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tom, and apply a new, a complete, and a proper fyflem,
deeply' confidered, and fully matured. There were fome
among them who had been clamorous in calling for fuch a
fyftem, and’ from whom a fyftem of the fort in queftion
would naturally be expefted. He was willing to fay, that
they were now become the objeét of the greateft confidera-
tion in the empire, one only excepted ; gentlemcn muft
forefce that he meant the ftate of the finances of this coun-

try. Diftrafted by a ruinous war, from which the prelimi=~

pary articles had happily freed Great Britain, the finances
ought to be the primary care of his Majefty’s Minifters,
Peace would be but of little avail to us, if the refpite it af-
forded from hoftilities and the expences of war, was not
employed in endeavours to raife the finking credit of the na-
tion, and prevent thofe frauds which make the revenue un-
produ&@ive. England could never expe& to recover her fitu-
ation among the nations of Europe, unlefs her Minifters, by
a rigid attention to ceconomy, fhould make her revenue at
leaft equal to her expenditure : fomething moré¢ might be ex-
peted, a redundancy might be raifed, which by being em-
ployed in exringuifhing fome part of the national debt,
would furnifh us with the means of carrying on with vigour
a future war ; an event, however, which he hoped was far,
very far remote. He recomménded to Minifters to a&t with
boldnefs ; they muft not coneeal from that Houfe, much lefs

from the nation, the ftate of their affairs : the amount of

the funded and unfunded debt fhould be laid before them g
they fhould be made acquainted with their fituation ; nothing
fhould be held back or concealed ; the people would then be
convinced of the necefhty of fubmitting to new burdens, and
would bear them chearfully, knowing that by no other means
the public credit could be fupported. Qur fituation was
undoubtedly new in many refpe&s, it therefore called more
loudly for enquiry ; nor could profperity be expeted if the
danger was {hrunk from, or the true ftate of the nation con-
ccaled. The country was under great difhiculties, it was
true; but ftill it was neither ruined, nor its condition irree
trievable, if proper, wife, and vigorous meafures were pro-
pofed by Minifters, and Parliament had the fortitude, fo
well recommended in the fpeech from the Throne, to meet
the didculties «f our fituation, and confent to bear fuch
burdens chearfully, as were abfolutely neceflary to fup-
port the national credit. Every mgart of the {peech and
addrefs had his moft cordial approbation : but he lamented
that the fpeech, and the mover and feconder of the addrefs,

VO Le XII. C werg
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were filent on one particular point, on which he mighrt have
expcfted to hear a great deal. (Gentlemen would eafily an-
ticipate, that he meant the commercial treaty with America,
During the laft feffion of Parliament, and very foon after the
figning the preliminary articles, the late Adminiftration had.
been acqucndy reproached for not having been able to con-
clude in a very fhort fpace of time, a treaty, which to thofe
who were not then in the cabinet, feemed to be a work of the
greateft facility ; and yet a coafidcrable part of that feffion,
and the whole recefs, had pafled away, and the commercial
treaty, once pronounced to be fo very praticable in its na-
ture, was not fo much as mentioned in the fpeech. Minif~
ters had fent to Paris a gentleman, of all others, as they
themfelves faid, the beft qualified to treat on commercial
matters ; a gentleman not a little fanguine of fuccefs in his
undertakings, certainly not of a defponding turn of mind ;
and -yet this gentleman, not much accuftomed to imagine or
defcribe any thing in a fhort compafs, after having exerted
a)]l the 1nexhauftible refources of his genius, has returned
from Paris, without bringing any commercial treaty with
him. Healfo contended, that if cenfure lay againft the Ad-
miniftration, in which he had borne a fhare, for not having
mentioned the treaty of commerce in the provifional articles
with America, -ftill greater blame was imputable to the pre-
fent minifters, for having figned and concluded a defaitive
treaty with America, without taking the leaft notice of it,
He meationed the confidence with which thofe Minifters had
formerly infifted on the poflibility. of fuch a treaty’s being
fuddcnly and fpeedily concluded ; but faid, they began ta
talk of this being fo pra&icable with fomewhat lefs confi-
dence towards the end of the feflion, when the time of the
operation of a bill then in difcuffion, giving them power to
a&t difcretionally, was extended very confiderably by the
Lords ; and the alteration, material as it was, pafled in that
Houfe in a manner unnoticed, and, he believed, almoft un-
known to the majority of the members, the attendanc@being
on the particular day extremely thin. However, the nation
had a right to expeél, tbat without delay, a complete com-
mercial {yftem, fuited to the novelty of our fitvation, fhould -
be laid befoye Parliament ; he was acquainted with the diffi-
culty of the bufinefs, and would not attribugte the delay hi-
therto, to any negleét on the part of the prefent Minifters g
he was willing to afcribe it to the nature of the negociation :
but he expefted, however, that the bufincfs would foon be
o | brought
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brought forward ; not by piece-meal; but that one grand
fyftem of commerce, built on the circumftances of the
times, fhould be fubmitted to the Houfe for their confide-
ration. If the meafures that Minifters intended to propofe
fhould meet his ideas, he would not endeavour by an igno-
ble oppofition to defeat therh ; but would, on the contrary,
give them all the fupport in his power

i

Mr. Secretary Fox returned his warm thanks. to the ho- Mr. Fox,

nourable gentleman, and faid, that few things could giv
him greater fatisfa&ion than to find that both the fpeech anj
addrefs appeared unexceptionable to him, and that they weré
to be honoured with his fupport. At the fame time he could
not allow that there was any ground for the triumph of the
honourable gentleman, when he exultingly obferved that thé
prefent dddrefs to which the Houfe were called upon to affent,
was fubftantially the fame with that to which, in February laft,
they gave a2 negative: the honourable member wifhed to faf-
ten on the prefent Minifters the imputation of inconfiftency 3
there was a circumftance that he had thought proper not to
miention, which would make the inconfiftency vanifh. Hé

Mr. Fox) thought the preliminary articles {uch as the then
ituation of th¢ country did not warrant} and yet he was
ready to vote for this addrefs ; but why ? becaufe the figning
of the preliminary articles had pledged the faith of the na-
tion, and rendered the figning of the definitive treaties 4
matter not fo much of choice as of neceffity ; and therefore
as it had become neceffary to conclude them, it was furely
proper to thank his Majefty for having put the finithing to @
treaty which he could not refufe to fign, without a violation
of public faith, Daring the laft feflion of Parliament, he
had declared his opinion pretty roundly about the prelimi-
naries of peace ; he then pronounced them to bé lefs advan-
tageous than, from the relative fitvation of affairs, this coun-
try had a right to expe&. He ftill was of that opinion, and
confidered the preliminary articles, in every point of view,
as inadequate to our claims; and he begged leave to call
back to the memory of the Houfe the fituation of our affairs
at that time. In the Eaft Indies, where our affairs had been
faid to be the moft defperate, what had happened to make us
. rejoice that peace had been concluded !—Had any Englifh-

man looked to an engagement between the Britith and French °

fleets, in that quarter of the world, with any other appre-
heafion, than that which every humane man feels, who re-
pines at the profpe& of an event by- which much humad

Ca | blood
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blood muft be fhed, and ufelefsly too, after a peace is con=
cluded? When any man faid that our fleets had decreafed,
and our finances had been difordered, and then affigned
thefe circumftances as reafons for concluding fuch a peace as:
the laft, it wasincumbent on that man to prove, that the de-
creafe in the one, and diforder in the other, had taken place

fimply, and without being accompanied by fimilar misfor-
~ tunes ia the flects and finances of the enemy; for if, when

it is proved that .we have fuffered, it is allo made manifeft,
that the enemy has {uffered in the fame proportion, then the
telative misfortune on our fide cannot be fet up as a good
argument to juftify the making of the late peace. Our finan-
ces, it was true, were not in as good a ftate as we could
wifh 3 but in order to fhew that the ftate of our finances
pointed out the neceffity of making peace to avoid a national
bankruptcy, it ought to be proved that the treafury of the
enemy was in fuch a ftate, as to fet bankruptcy at defiance :
he belicved that the honourable gentleman would not think
himfelf juftified from any event that happened this fummer
(alluding to the failure of the Caifle d’Efcomte in Paris) ta
undertake to prove that the French treafury was in any f{uch
eondition. It was thercfore fair to fay that the preliminary

" articles did not anfwer the claims of the public, nor fatisfy-

their expellations ; but the right honourable gentleman’s argu-

ment that thefe were in falt the fame, and that therefore the
thanks in the prefent inftance was an eulogium on the Mini-

‘fters who made the péace, was not well founded—There was

a little circomftance which made a material difference in the
comparifon. The faith of the nation was to be taken againft
the fituation of the country. Knowing and fecling our pre-
tenfions to better terms; incapable of accepting fuch as we
hid procuréd ; the prefent Minifters yet ratified the treaties.
They had n alternative ; and therefore it was not to be ftated
that the cafes were parallel, or that there was any compa-
rifon between the preliminary articles and the definitive

treaties. - .
¢ But the definitive treaties might have been concluded
fooner, efpecially as there was no difference.”——Certainly
if there ‘was no difference they might have been procured
fooner; but was ther¢ not great and effential difference?
Were there not points obtained which more than juftified,
and which more thin compenfated for the delay of a few
weeks or even of a few ‘months? ‘They might hdve been
eoncluded fooner perhaps; it was his opinion they migllx)t;
I ' > o ue

*
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but in this their condut was to be judged of fairly 3 it muft
be enquired what they had gained by the delay, and what
they had fuffered. If they had procured certain points
which were before doubtful or obfcure, and that without
incurring expence, certainly the delay would be approved
of ; and on this ground he wifhed the matter to be tried.
If the right honourable gentleman would give himfelf the
trouble to read and compare the preliminary and definitive
treaties, he would find, that the latter was not an exa& tran-
feript of the former. There were fome few variations, to
fome of which the noble Lord who moved the addreis had
alluded ; cither of which, in his humble opinion, was well
worth the delay of a few weeks, or even of a few months.
If the honourable gentleman would take the trouble to look
to the 7th article in each, he would find, that by the preli-
minary treaty, the ifland of Tobago was to be ceded 10
¥rance, but that no regard whatever had been paid to the
prote&ion of the Proteftant and Britith inhabitants, Where-
as, by the decfinitive treaty, it was evident, that care had
been taken to ftipulate every condition that could be atked
for the prote&ion of thofe, who had no longer the happi-
nefs to be the fubje@s of .his Majefty ; they were now as
effeftually fecured as when they were fo,  This alone he con-
ceived to be a matter of 'fome moment, and worth the delay
complained of, Again, if the honourable gentleman would
proceed a little farther in comparing the two treaties, he
will find, that by the preliminary treaty, no boundaries were
afcertained for our carrying on the gum trade; whereas, by
the 11th article of the definutive treaty, the boundaries were
exprefsly laid down aud deicribed ; that ambiguity and want
of precifion which would have been the produ&ive fource of
quarrels, was removed; and it would not be eafy to dife
pute on the meaning of the fpirit of the article as now worded.
According to the preliminary articles the gum trade was to
be carried on in the famc manoer in which it ufed to be car-
ried on before the year 1755; thatis to fay, when it was
earried on by violence, and conftantly attended by aéts of
boftility, which daily afforded grounds of quarrel, that might

Eoﬁibly in the end bring on a war, that would defeat the.

onourable member’s laudable wifhes for the eftablithment
of a real finking fund, for paying off fome part of the nati-
onal debt :—by the care taken during the late negotiation,
the coaft on which the gum trade might be carried on was
alcestained, he hoped to the fausfation of all the perfong
. ' ' concerned
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concerned in it; atleaft it was an advantage to have it afcer-
tained. A third variation, if he carried his comparifon a

. little farther, he would find in the 18th article, about theé

meaning concerning which fo many doubts had been exprefied

ﬁoufe laft fefion. ‘The words ancient pofleflions ftood
in the preliminary treaties as the only defcriptian of the pof-
fefions of our allies in India, without any definition as to
what time the word ancient referred. In the article in the
definitive treaty it would be found, that the period was fixed
and afcertained by the infertion of tho year 1776. Thefe
three differences therefore were to beurged in defence of the
delay in queftion. But there fill remained a fourth, which
occafioned more trouble than all the reft, and that, though
the Houfe in general might not immediately comprehend it

the honourable gentleman would fully underftand, and that

was, the fettling-the period for the negotiation of a treaty
-of commerce, which is now filled up in the definitive treaty
with the words ¢ within the fpace of two years,, to be cém-
uted from the ift of January 1784,” which fixes the period
For the negotiation to two years. Pending the negotiation,
it was reafonable to fuppofe the three nations would in comh«

- mercial matters be boond by the treaty of Utrecht: and thié

he imagined was the fenfe of the Bfitith Minifters. But
foppofing the two years fhould expire before the new comr-
mercial arrangements fhould take place, a tﬁcﬁion would
naturally arife, What would, in this cafe, become of the
treaty of Utrecht? For his part, he was of opinion, that
the treaty of Utrecht would, in fuch a cafe, ftill remain in
full force; but he knew, on the other hand, that this had
not been the opinion of the courts of Madrid and Verfailles,
the Minifters of which contended, that if the negotiations
fhould end without producing any new commercial arrange-
ments, the treaty of Utrecht would in that cafe be com-
pletely annulled : the confequence therefore would be 4his,
that Great Britain would be obliged to comply with all the
requifitions of thefe two courts, or clfe adopt one fide of
this difagrecable alternative~--either to live without any com-~
mercial 1ntercourfe between France and Spain, or to go to
war with them, in order to procure advantageous terms of
commerce. In cither cafe this country muft fuffer: fhe

. muft cither confent to forege the bencfirs arifing from the

treaty of Utrecht, which had always been deemed highly
beneficial ; or elfe run the rifk of lofing™ all thofe ble

By a ncw war, which weo - might cxpe& to derive from the
: L - peace

-









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































